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June 2, 2009 @ 9:29 a.m. 
 ADVISORY AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES 

of

May 6, 2009
A meeting of the Advisory & Finance Committee was held on Wednesday, May 6, 2009.  The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, William Driscoll at 7:30 p.m. and was conducted in the Mayflower II meeting room at Plymouth Town Hall, 11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, Massachusetts.

PRESENT
Thirteen members of the Committee were present: 


William Driscoll, Mathew Muratore, Linda Benezra, Patricia Whalen, Cornelius Bakker, Michael Vernazzaro, Dottie Gay, Richard Gladdys, Robert Nassau, Christopher Merrill, John Moody, Larry Rubin, and Christopher Morse.  
ABSENT
Two members of the Committee were absent:


James Sweeney, Michael Hanlon
Article 27 - Petitioner- Ed Angley: Amend Zoning Map Section 205-56

Ed Angley presented information regarding Article 27 a request to Amend Zoning Map Section 205-56.
Linda Benezra inquired about road improvements on State roadways and asked who would be responsible for the costs of improvements.  Mr. Angley indicated Viking Corporation would pay for all improvements.  In addition, he added that any improvements would require authorization from the State Highway department.  
Mr. Buddy Mosses stated that he thought this article should go back to the ZBA since it will create an area that is land locked and he added that ZBA should remove the 14-acre buffer zone.  He asked that this Article be brought back at the Fall Town Meeting to allow the necessary time to insure that it is done properly.
Mr. Rocky Palodino spoke and indicated that he is major abutter to Home Depot.  He stated the abutters negotiated with Home Depot to keep a buffer between the residential homes in the area.   

Mr. Barry Wood commented and said, “Plymouth is selling its self-out to big business.”  
Paul McAlduff spoke as a member of the Planning Board.  He indicated the Planning Board is in support of the article with revisions in the MOU.  Mr. Hartmann said the revised MOU would be available within the next week. 


Matthew Muratore asked why they would not hold off until the fall town meeting.  David Gilvar of Viking Development said would like to move forward as they continue to be approached regarding the development.

John Moody moved to approve subject to review of the MOU and town 
counsel. 

Mathew Muratore, second.  
Linda Benezra spoke in opposition of the motion and added County Government is balancing their budget based on the removal of gravel from the area.  She said she would like to see the study regarding this corridor and added the town needs to be aware of the two-town pieces of property in the area and expressed specific concerns as follows:
1. The effect of the pending sand and gravel operation at the woodlot (exit 5) has not been discussed by either the Planning Board or Selectmen in making their decision to approve.

2. We were told the Corridor study would be available and it is not (probably the RFP was just put out).  The corridor study was recognized as being needed three years ago yet still not complete.

3. Town owned properties currently for sale could be impacted, as traffic will be maximized on the corridor if the Viking development is approved.

4. Do we need more retail now?  Sam’s Club closed today.

5. Commercial/retail development does have a significant effect on the police although the developer or his representative spoke to the contrary.

Patricia Whalen was in agreement with Ms. Benezra and indicated there are a number of issues yet to be resolved regarding this zoning amendment.
Robert Nassau said if the town is to have commercial property it should be located where there is an interchange providing all the other issues are addressed. 


Dottie Gay, Patricia Whalen, Linda Benezra, Larry Rubin, Richard Gladdys, 
Cornelius Bakker voting in opposition.  The motion fails (5-6-1)
Sub-Committee’s presented their FY2010 Budget Reports.  
8:30 p.m. PUBLIC HEARING – Operating & Capital Budgets, in accordance with the Town Charter, Section 2-12-2.
William Driscoll opened the Public Hearing at 8:30 p.m.  There was no one present wishing to make public comment on the FY2010 Operating & Capital Budgets.  

The Committee Recessed at 9:19p.m.  and The Committee Reconvened at 9:27p.m.
Articles 7A-7E  
FY2010 Operating Budgets

Lynne Barrett Director of Finance presented an overview of the FY2010 budget using information currently available from the State.

Mathew Muratore spoke regarding the economic crisis and added that everyone needs to 
make sacrifices.  He asked that negotiators go back to the unions and plead to them for 
additional concessions to avoid having layoffs.  Christopher Merrill inquired about 
furloughs.  Acting Town Manager, Melissa Arrighi said they have reached out to the unions 
for salary freezes.  Ms. Arrighi said the clerical union has come back to management and 
offered to sell transfer station stickers at town hall for two weeks which would alleviate the 
need for overtime for weekend sales and will also help to reduce lines at the treasurers 
office. 

Article 8 Departmental Equipment Requests
Lynne Barrett Director of Finance presented Article 8 Departmental Equipment Requests and the town manager’s recommendations totaling $352,063.

Linda Benezra moved to approve $283,337 by eliminating the following items: 



Cemetery - Mower



$ 6,326



Highway – Storage Container

$ 4,500



Maintenance-Info.  Booth Fixtures

$ 6,000



Finance – GIS Parcel Layer Adjust.
 
$14,900



Finance – Desktop PC’s


$20,000



Finance - Network Printer


$ 2,500



Finance - Treas. Office Renovations

$14,500

Mathew Muratore, second.  


John Moody moved to amend by restoring the Finance Department request for the 
Treasurer’s Office Renovations for $14,500.  

Mathew Muratore, second.  The amended motion carries (8-4-0).  Christopher 
Morse, Larry Rubin, Dottie Gay, and Michael Vernazzaro voting in opposition. 



The main motion carries unanimously.

Article 9 Capital Outlay

Lynne Barrett Director of Finance presented Article 9 Capital Outlay and discussed the town manager’s funding recommendations.


Linda Benezra moved to approve as presented for $7,417,747. 



Mathew Muratore, second.  The motion carries unanimously.

Article 14 Stabilization Fund

Lynne Barrett Director of Finance presented Article 14 Stabilization Fund $762,316.


Linda Benezra moved to approve as presented. 



Patricia Whalen, second.  The motion carries unanimously.

Article 10 Unemployment Compensation Fund

Lynne Barrett Director of Finance presented Article 10 Unemployment Compensation Fund.  Ms. Barrett indicated the article would fund the anticipated unemployment costs for the fiscal year 2010.  The budget both for Town & School includes reductions of hours and eliminations of positions.  There are many variables involved in anticipating this liability; Ms. Barrett said they have considered all variables and feel that the amount of $380,624 will be sufficient, at this time, to meet our anticipated unemployment needs for both the Town & School.  


Christopher Merrill moved to approve as presented for $380,624. 


John Moody, second.  The motion carries unanimously.

Article 25 - Plymouth Rock Studios / I-Cubed

Mathew Muratore and Christopher Merrill excused themselves due to potential conflicts of interest concerning Plymouth Rock Studios. 
Mr. Bill Wynn was present and stated there was no information at this time from the State regarding I-Cubed legislation and asked the Committee to take no action at this time. 


John Moody moved to take no action. 

Cornelius Bakker, second.  The motion carries unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
Linda Benezra moved for adjournment.

Cornelius Bakker, second.  
The motion for adjournment carries unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 11:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela L. Borgatti
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